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“As Reported in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle”

A Court Street Attorney Known for
His Chutzpah and High Settlements

I's Not All About The Money; He Seeks Social Change, Too

By Elizabeth Stull
Brookiyn Daily Eagle

BROOKLYN Court Street
lawyer Sandy Rubenatein is not um
versally liked. He talks fast md jug-
gles several matters st once. He can be
abrapt, impatient, self-promoting
and often successtul, In zome lights,
b s the spitting image of the public-
ty humgry, sumbulance-chaxing lawyer,
i image that the profession is trying
hard to shake. Bul oppesrances may
be deceiving

I Rubenstein's personal style has
not drawn rive reviews, his lawyering
in high-profile civil rights and police
abuse cases has

He represented Abmer Loubna,
vietims of the Staten Islind Ferry
crush und the family of Ousmasne
Zongo. Earlier this summer, Ruben
steith won a substantinl scttlement in
the Zongo case

In cach of these cases, Rubenstein

said, "We got more than just money,
we got change — and that’s what was
a0 significant to me,”

One week last spring, two civil
rights arganizations separitely recog-
nized Rubenstein for his work. On 4
Wednesday, he received o Legal Lead-
ership award from the NAACP's
Brooklyn branch and the next day in
Munhattun, he collected one of the
National Action Network (NAN)'s
N, Keepers of the Dream awards,

Fellow NAACE honotees included
Hon, William C, Thompson S, (ret)
Associate Justice of the Appellate Di-
vision, snd his son, City Comptroller
William Thowpson Jr. Fellow NAN
hongrees ineluded Rev. Jesse L, Jacks
son S, president of the Rainbow
Push Coalition and "CGodfather of
Soul"” James Brown. Rev, Al Sharpton
presonted the NAN awards, In the
phatos of these fuminaries, Ruben-
stein stnds out 85 the only white-
skinned person in the group.

Brouklyn attorney Sanford Rubeastein joins hands with civil rights
leaders at the National Action Network's NY Keepers of the Drewin
Awards, last spring,
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The hard-nosed Brooklyn litigator
said he was honored 1o receive the
awirds and accepted them humbly

Weldl he may have - but modesty
is not one of Rubenstein's hallmarks
It was not l\uuulu) that brought him
through the city's public schools, from
East NMew York up through the
Ravenswood  housing  projects  in
Queens, fo grodunte from Brooklvn
Law School snd build a successful
law practice.

Driven to Do Better

By s senior yesr in high school,
Rubenstein knew he wanted (o be a
twyer. His family had few resources,
however, %0 he had to do it on his
own, he said

His grandparents emigrated lo
Hrooklyn from Hngland, Rusaia and
Poland, His parems grew up on the
same block of Rockaway Parkway
and fell in love s tecnagers at Samel
J. Tikden High Sehool. After gradua-
tion, hig father ran w bookstore ol
Titden High and went on to become a
sulesman ot Sears & Rocbuck, Hix
mother worked, too, a8 4 secretary.
They eventually bought a litte bouse
in Rockland County, but Sandy spent
most of his formative yeurs in the
projects,

“1 think that | was driven (o do bet
ter so that the quality of life would be
better for my family,” he said in an in-
terview with the Eagle,

Rubenstoin’s futher never finished
college, and hix mother drenmed tht
Sandy would realize his father’s un-
fulfilled ambition 10 become a school-
teacher,

He did. From Rockland Communi-
ty College, he was reeruted by the
State Univeraity of New York at Oxs-
wego, where he finished his bache-
lor's degree in psychology.

Going at o frenetic pace, Ruben.
stein worked his way through three
graduate school progrms, Hearing
him describe this pertod is a bit like
standing at the edge of u freeway, Like
speeding rush-howr traffie, his activi-
tes seem impossibly close and fast
and likely to collide

BRﬂGI‘{LYN NY.

Recipients of the 2006 Legal Lendership award, presented by the NAACP's Brooklyn branch, Rubensteln
is in the second row, third from the left.

A spocial program at City College
gave him his state teaching certifica-
tion. He began his career teaching
phyaical education to Sth graders at a
putidic school in Harlem. When the
school doy ended at 3 pam., he come
muted to work af & law thim on Mystle
Avenye in Bediord-Stuyvesant, and
then went on to night school st Brook-
Tyt Law, Rubenatein sald

While carting 4 two-year MBA
Baruch College, be wis @ substitute
teacher in Rockland County

“1 was always mther busy,” Ruben-
stein admitted

A High-Profile Career
The storetront Bedford-Stuyvesant
tirm, Jucobs, Jscobs & Skolnick, aes
copted Rubenatein as o parther imme
diately upon hia admission to the bay
i 1972, It wa « falle z\\mm law procs

After one partner died and the oth
ers left, Rubenstein moved the firm
downtown to 16 Court St in 19808, 1t
has expanded and moved three fines
in that building and now occupics @
farge partion of the 17th floor. Over
the years, the office has grown from
four attorneys to ten, with 3 1w 35
eriployees,

Anyone entering the lobby i3 in-
stantly surrounded by Rubenstein's
legol achievements, repiveented not
by plagues or awards, (displayed in
his office), but In scores of framed
newspaper chippings from prominent
publivations,

Among  his  many  high- profile
caxes, Rubenstein is proudest of two
in which he reprexented poor immi-
granty victimized by police miscon-
duct

The Abner Louing case made i
tional headlines and shocked the coun-

tice, h.mdimg criminal,
andl |~rnnn>sl uuuxy Cuses,

www, BrooklynEagla com

try in 1997, Lowima, a Haitian immi-
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nat, had a broomstick put into his
rectum 8t @ Brooklyn palice precinet
Rubenstein represented Lowma’s civil
lawsult und recovered the largest
wward i history for police miscon-
duct, with a settlement amoumt of
$H.75 million, The lawyer was also
pleased that the Police Benevolent As:
socintion paid $1 million of that
mnonnt the fist time any Police
Benevolent Associntion hid paid daim-
ages o # victim of police nisconduct,

The Cotrt Strect attorticy was most
recently in the news for winming @ $3
miltion settlement for the family of
Ousmane Zongo, an unanmed West
African man who wis shot and killed
by an undercaver police officer in a
Chelsea mini-storage facility, The
Staten laland officer was convieted of
erimninally negligent honsieide, n sens
tenctng him, o Manhattan ctlminal
court judge criticized the police de-

partiment's procedures

The settlement matebed o 2004 amouni for
the shooting of Amadou Diallo, Robonsiein
il e wan particularly pleased by reports that
ihe vity's pulhwd partinent would tnprove its
|«\Iu ios aml procedures

“piat only did we get suecessiil results oy
the fimily, but the police said they have tight-
eood wp their procedures in these cases,”
Rubensiein said

He has aleo been in the tibloids this yesr
for veprencuting ¢ivil clsls in the recent
body - harvesting scandal

Ruberstein acknowledged that his deciston
10 ke a cane 15 paitly based on 18 poteniinl
settlement value

“If we feel that the case has menit and there
ia o i ficant daiage aspeot t i, we'll take
[ we,” he snid. “We slso look al cases in
I we Beliove we con make n difference by
shining o Nght on the wrongdemg We'te hop:
iy thit by teinging theass cudses we can get
charigo w the industry”

While the fitm wo longer handles Commur<
cial or criminal cases, s other pravtice arcas
somelimes provide financl suppont for the
civil rights cases, which tend to be lengthy and
Gnie-lensive,

At 62, Robenstein sabd he bas no plans to
slow down or move his practice. The Broukiyn
ieh By in Mnnhnu.\u nowe wnd riden tn a pri

vade, cli Iriven I Hia o
and grandsons live searby and hin younger sis-
ter, 4 achoollenchor, also lives in the ares

“Pm commitiod that thiz firm will stay in
Hinoklyn," Rubensein twld the Sagle, "While
Ny luwymx move o the skysormpers of
Manbuttan, Uve been very pleassd with my

career in Brooklyn Um very happy beting
Clonrt Btreet lawyer”

Defending Civil Justice

Sl mubtitaskiog. he also hopes to find w
publisher for his proposed hook, “The Quiea-
grous Rubenstein.” The tide vomes from a
Aew York Fast miiole mllmg oy ensrageous
1t ks vep uf Huv, Al Sharp
berok, Rubensteln intends ks ure his
on wnecesses o defond the Amwrican
vl justics systean “[To show that what we
du in vur field, repeessnting victima, it's not just
absonl gesting vecoveries v victins o though §
feel strongly about - 1% slse to By 10 pre-
ver that fhiustice) from happening dgain.”

“Tha systetn of Justice that we have on the
cavil side i under attsck on wsny oty
wsday,” Rubenstehis sald, “The theme s that we
should not allow these attweka 1o be ko
ful 11 ix the best proteetion the individal b
ngainst mnng.h»nm by mumicipalivies of cor
potite Amerion”

Kubepstem dismissed the suggostion that
he conirta publicity for his peisonsl benefit.
and ignored erivicism of his somerimes shaupt,
aggrossive perscnatity.

“f think the work we do amd whist we ac
complish speaks for dsell,” he said “Let the
enities soofl Thie scvomplishinent is resl and
ity what conps.”

BROOKLYN DAILY EAGLE & Daily Bulletin



